Bethesda UMC Youth Group Covenant
Youth will abide by these rules:
1. Welcome and be nice to all newcomers.

2. Fully Participate.

3. Say grace before shared meals and include prayer in each gathering.

4. Conserve and clean up - don’t be wasteful or destructive.

5.  Use clean language and actions - no swearing.
6. Be respectful of each other in speech and listening – no putdowns & no violence and allow one person to speak at a time.

(each putdown requires two put ups)
7. Abide by the buddy system. Never go anywhere alone; always take one or two friends with you, and tell an adult where you are going, when you will return, and who is going with you before leaving the group or designated location.

8. Personal problem do affect the group. Youth agree to discuss issues openly within the group. Solutions may not be found immediately, but we believe honesty and openness is important and makes a difference for all involved.

9. Keep confidentiality.

10. Be part of the set up and clean up of our events – no one leaves without helping to clean up.

11. 
All cell phones must be out of sight and on vibrate or silent.

·  warning

·  we take the device and return it

 when leaving youth group

· conference with parent to discuss 

whether youth really wants to be       in youth group

12. No Public Displays of Affection – includes anything that makes someone else uncomfortable.

13. No partaking of vile substances: drugs, alcohol, or tobacco products.

14. Unwritten rule

15. Mr. John’s Rule 
Consequences: 

· First violation – verbal warning

· Second violation – asked to leave the room to discuss the situation and pray, asking for God’s assistance and intervention.
· Third violation – parents will be called. You will need to have a meeting with Pastor Carm and your parent(s) before returning.

· Each meeting or event provides a clean slate, but if behavior proves to be consistent, parents will be contacted even if a third violation is not reached.
Bethesda U.M.C. Youth Group Covenant
Parents will:

1. Assist when able with donations, driving, etc.

2. Be in dialogue with Pastor Carm about concerns and issues concerning your child and the youth ministry of the church.

3. Help youth in following their part of the covenant.

Pastor Carm and the Adult Leaders will:

1. Coordinate events and meetings that offer fellowship, education, and service opportunities.

2. Announce anything that is new or different than the regular schedule using flyers, postcards, emails, and/or phone calls.

3. Keep people safe.

4. Create and maintain a Christian environment.
Youth:









 Date:



Parent:









 Date:



Adult Advisor:





_____________
Date: 




Pastor 









 Date:



I grant permission for photos of my child to be taken for the following purposes:


Personal/family use (to be sent home with the child)


Yes

No


Internal use by Bethesda UMC (bulletin boards, etc)


Yes

No


Publicity purposes (church or local newsletter, flyers, etc.)

Yes

No


My son or daughters name may be published along with photos
Yes

No


Internet use (church website, youth facebook page, etc.)

Yes

No

___________________________________


_______________________

(parent/guardian signature)





(date)

* Document to be kept in the Youth Director’s Office in the Covenant File
