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Bethesda UMC 

Worship With Us: 

Maundy Thursday & 

Good Friday: 

7pm  

Easter Sunday: 

8am Holy Communion 

9:30 am Worship 

10:30 am Fellowship 

Reception for Confir-

mands 

Every Sunday: 

9:30 am, with Sunday 

School for kids ages 18 

months– 18 years. Fel-

lowship in the hall fol-

lows our weekly ser-

vice. 

If you know someone 

who is unable to at-

tend church, but would 

like a tape recording of 

our weekly worship 

service, please call the 

church office at 378-

2313.  

To stay up to date 

throughout the month 

on all of our latest hap-

penings, visit our web-

site 

at :bethesdaumcde.org 

From The Pastor’s Pen 

    Each Sunday as 

I look out over the 

congregation I cannot 

help but notice the di-

versity that we have 

here at Bethesda.  We 

are privileged to have a 
healthy mixture of 

people of all ages, races 

and nationalities.  It 

speaks volumes about 

the welcoming spirit of 

our church, and pro-

vides an opportunity 

for us to learn from 

each other.  We are 

the body of Christ with 

each one bringing a 

variety of gifts and tal-

ents to be used by our 

Lord.    

 

 I am also en-

couraged by your ea-

gerness to invite oth-

ers to share the ex-

perience that we enjoy 

together.  It thrills me 

to be introduced to 

your friend…your rela-

tive…your associate or 

neighbor that you bring 

to church.  This is truly 

how we grow and 

spread the Good News 

of Jesus Christ in our 

community and within 

our circle of influence. 

 Having said 

that, I am designating 

April 25 to be FRAN 

Sunday.  On this spe-

cial Sunday you are en-

couraged to bring a 

Friend, Relative, Asso-
ciate or Neighbor to 

worship with us.  This 

does not mean that we 

have to wait until a 

special Sunday to invite 

someone.  In fact, each 

of us should keep this 

idea before us every 

day as we interact with 

those whom we come 

into contact. 

 There are those 

who are seeking to be 

part of a loving com-

munity…why not share 

the Bethesda experi-

ence with all those 

who are looking for a 

church home? 

 

Peace, 

 

Pastor Don 

   

 

 

 

 

Did You Know… 

That Christian Care 

can arrange trans-

portation to our 

Sunday morning 

worship service at 

Bethesda for those in 
need? If you, or 

someone you know, 

needs help with 

transportation in or-

der to attend church, 

please call the 

church office at 378-

2313, or send an e-

mail to: Mikab 

@bethesdaumcde. 

org.  

The Flame 

Gift cards to Wal-Mart, 

Acme and Giant are 

available for purchase 

through Bethesda! The 

cards are available in a 

variety of 

denominations, and 
spend just like cash at 

the participating stores. 

See Sue Davis to 

purchase yours today! 

 

God’s blessings to our 

youth: Cassiday 

Hampton, Brandon 

Irons, Devin Irons, 

Taylor Mason, Chris-

topher Price,  and 

Emily Vaccarini, who 

will be confirmed on 

Easter Sunday. 



And Now...A Note From Our Associate Pastor 

way and more impor-

tantly we will need to 

cry out for God’s help 

to attain our vision?  

 We all like to 

be in control and have 

things we take on be 

manageable. This is 

fine for the members of 

this world, but scripture 

tells us we are living in 

the world but we are 

not “of” the world. 

With the celebration of 

Easter we have re-

ceived a new day, new 

life, and a clean slate 

upon which to dream 

and create along with 

our Creator. All things 

are possible with God. 

What will we take on 

with the help of our 

Risen Lord that will 

honor God? 

 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Carm 

Brothers and Sisters in 

Christ, 

 

 Recently repre-

sentatives of our 

church family attended 

the Laity Clergy Cele-

bration which high-

lighted youth ministry. 

This gave us the oppor-

tunity to recognize two 

of our outstanding 

young people. Be-

thesda’s Youth Council 

chose one middle 

school and one high 

school youth for this 

honor. Taylor Mason 

and Patrick Zediker 

were surrounded by 

family and friends on 

March 22nd as we heard 

the Director of Young 

People’s Ministries for 

the Peninsula Delaware 

Conference share the 

following words by 

Steven Furtick, the pas-

tor of Elevation Church 

in North Carolina, “If 

the size of your vision 

is not at least some-

what intimidating to 

you, chances are it’s 

insulting to God.” 
 As I write this, 

it is almost Easter, the 

day God proves that all 

things truly are possi-

ble. Given that we have 

been freed from sin and 

death and generously 

granted eternal life, 

what do we envision 

for our future? What do 

you see for your own 

future as an individual, 

for your family, your 

work life and contribu-

tions to society as a 

whole? Have you con-

sidered a vision for 

your spiritual life? 

Where are you now on 

the journey of drawing 

ever closer to God and 

what would be the next 

step for you? Where 

are we headed as a 

church community? 

Are we travelling a 

road that is so daunting 

we will need each 

other’s help along the 

kids and adults...all for 

a great cause! To 

RSVP , please call the 

church office at 378-

2313. 

 

 

on 

Friday, April 

23rd, from 6:30-8pm, 

for our healthiest fund-

raiser ever! We’re 

planning a fun-filled “no 

junk” fundraiser 

to jazz up our 

playground.  

Join us for 

healthy indoor and 

outdoor activities for 
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Thank you to 

everyone who 

donated items to fill 

our Resurrection 

baskets! We supplied 

enough baskets to 

supplement the 
Easter dinners of 15 

local families this 

year. 

Bethesda’s Help-

ing Hands Com-

mittee accepts 

non perishable 

food donations 

on the first Sun-

day of every 

month. John 

Fontaine delivers 

the donations to 

the Neighbor-

hood House, and 

they in turn dis-

tribute it to local 

families. Help us 
keep their 

shelves stocked 

by bringing your 

donations to 

BUMC, and plac-

ing them in 

the plastic 

tub in the 

hallway be-

low the 

sanctuary. 



Wilmington 

District Lay 

Speakers  

Academy 

Spring Courses for 

2010 begin in April.  

April 12 at Christ 

UMC 

April 15 at Elkton 

UMC 

April 17 at Union 

UMC 

Basic and Advanced 

Courses will be 

offered at each 

location.  

For more 

information on 

these trainings, 

or to register, 

please see Greg  

Zweiacher.  

Camp Pecometh 

this year! Contribu-

tions are still being 

accepted. Simply write 

“Camp Pecometh 

Scholarship Fund” on 

the memo line of your 

check, and place it in 

the collection plate 

during worship.  

     Campers must be 

registered by June 1st 

to attend camp this 

summer, so if you 

would like more infor-

mation on Camp Pe-

cometh, you can pick 

up brochures and 

scholarship informa-

tion from Pastor 

Carm, check out the 

Camp’s website at 

www.pecometh.org., 

and attend Camp Pe-

cometh Day, an Open 

House, scheduled for 

Saturday, April 24th 

from 11am– 4pm and 

Sunday, April 25th 

from noon –4pm.  

  

     Camp Pecometh is 

located in Centerville, 

MD, and is a Christian 

Camp that is run in 

partnership with the 

United Methodist 

Church. The camp’s 

mission is “To provide 

hospitality and pro-

gramming that pro-

motes God-inspired, 

life changing experi-

ences through retreat 

ministry, outdoor pro-

grams and summer 

camp”, and summer 

after summer, kids of 

all ages discover that 

this mission translates 

into fun! Camp Pe-

cometh offers tradi-

tional camp programs: 

“Day Camp” for kids in 

grades 1-5, “Mini 

Camp”, a 2 night camp-

ing adventure for kids 

who have completed 

1st-3rd grade, 

“Riverside”, for kids 

who are in grades 3-8, 

and a “Special Needs” 

camp, for teens 16 and 

older. “Adventure 

Camps”, “Aquatic 

Camps” and “Specialty 

Camps” are also of-

fered. 

 No matter 

which camp program 

you choose, campers 

will experience Bible 

study, campfires, music, 

skits, worship time, 

and arts and crafts. The 

“Riverside” option in-

cludes archery, canoe-

ing, swimming, nature 

activities, games and 

more in addition to the 

activities listed above.  

 To help ensure 

that any child who 

would like to attend 

Camp Pecometh has 

that opportunity, Be-

thesda offers a scholar-

ship program for kids 

that would like to go 

to camp.  Thank you to 

everyone that has con-

tributed to the fund 
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Electronic Giving 

is Now Available 

at BUMC! 

Direct debit from 

your checking or 

savings account is 

now possible, and 

is a convenient 

way to provide 

consistent finan-

cial support to 

BUMC. Please 

contact the office 

at 378-2313 to 

learn how you can 

participate.  

Mission Trip! When: July 5-10, 2010 

Where: University of Pittsburgh Cost: $260 

Types of Work: Construction Painting, VBS, 

Food Pantries, Yard work, Shelters, etc.  Talk 

with Pastor Carm for more info! 



Women of Faith Conference 

This year we have Sec-

ond Level Box Seats 

reserved for the group.  

Tickets are $119.00 for 

the weekend, which 

includes lunch both 

days.  Overnight ac-

commodations are 

available at a group 

rate.  Don’t miss this 

opportunity of the year 

to join us in celebrating 

together the wonderful 

gift He has given us.  A 

deposit on the tickets 

is due April 30th.  

Please see Marty 

Schuler to reserve you 

seat for the event. 302 

529-1726. 

 September 10th and 

11th mark the dates for 

this year’s convention 

to be held at the Wa-

chovia Center in Phila-

delphia.  Friday’s pro-

gram kicks off at 10:00 

a.m. and ends at 3:30 

p.m.  Friday evening’s 

program commences 

at 7:00 p.m. and ends 

at 9:00 p.m.  Saturday’s 

events are from 9:00 

a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 

 
The Women of Faith 

conference is a time 

for women from the 

Northeast to get to-

gether and celebrate 

the gift we have re-

ceived from God.  It’s a 

time of spiritual re-

newal.  It’s a time to 

make new friends and 

form bonding lifelong 

relationships with 
other Christians.  

You’ll; be entertained 

by storytellers such as 

Andy Andrews, musi-

cians such as Grammy 

nominated American 

Idol finalist, Mandissa, 

and contemporary 

Christian vocalist, 

Sandi Patti, just to 

name a few.  It’s a 

wonderful time to re-

charge your spiritual 

batteries and recon-

nect with God. 

 

Trustees Tool Box 

ken shrubs from the 

cemetery, Worked on 

bringing our office and 

classroom doors into 

compliance with both 

Safe Sanctuaries and 

ADA guidelines, and 

Fixed the sink in the 

kitchen! Stay tuned 

next month to see 

what projects April 

brings! 

Spring is proving to be  

a busy season for the 

Trustee’s Committee! 

They’re not just sitting 

around and watching 

the flowers bloom; 

Lead fearlessly by 

Chairperson Ken 

Knapp, in just one 

month’s time, they 

have: Replaced two 

rosette's in the base-

ment, Purchased and 

installed 100 feet of 

light bulbs to shed 

some light on Be-

thesda’s basement, Re-

secured the handrail to 

the stage, Adjusted the 

fire door at the top of 

the steps, Replaced a 

broken window shade 

in one of the class-

rooms, Removed bro-
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Greeters are 

needed for our 

summer worship 

services. If you 

can provide a 

welcoming smile 

for a few Sundays 

in the summer, 

please add your 

name to the list 

on the bulletin 

board in the 

lower hallway, 

speak to Lydia 

Gilbert, or call 
the church office 

at 378-2313.  



Relay Corner 

ing individual walkers, 

we’re asking for teams 

of walkers to sign up 

for an hour around the 

track. Our Relay com-

mittee is asking for 

each team to commit 

to raising $100, and an 

hour of walking. If your 

team consists of 4 peo-

ple, each person would 

be responsible for rais-

ing $25 dollars as their 

Relay donation. 10 

people on your team? 

Everyone donates $10. 

For more info on any 

of our upcoming 

events, or to sign up 

your team for a walk-

ing slot, please contact 

Team Captain Sharon 

Gudzelak at : 

s0128g@yahoo.com, 

or call the church of-

fice at 378-2313.  

    

     Middletown’s Relay for 

Life is scheduled for the 

weekend of June 4th and 

5th, at Silver Lake park. 

Our Relay team, headed by 

Sharon Gudzelak, has been 

hard at work over the past 

few months, planning and 

organizing various fundrais-

ers and easy ways that 

everyone can be a part of 

team “Bethesda Spirit”.  

     On Saturday, April 

10th, the Youth Group will 

be washing cars in Be-

thesda’s parking lot from 

10-2 in support of our 

team. $5.00 will get your 

car clean and provide a 

donation to the American 

Cancer Society.  John Bald-

win, Sharon Gudzelak, or 

any member of our Youth 

Group will be happy to 

exchange your $5 for a car 

wash ticket.  

    In addition to the car 

wash, we are still collecting 

spare change in our Relay 

bottles. Once your bottle 

is full, turn it in and start 

another!  

     Over the next few 

weeks, you’ll begin to no-

tice purple feet “walking” 

around Bethesda. Sup-

port our team by pur-

chasing your own “foot” 

to add to the parade!  

 We will also be 

selling luminaries again 

this year. You can pur-

chase a luminary, and 

then decorate it in honor 

of or in memory of a 

loved one with cancer. 

Your luminary then lines 

the track and is lit as 

part of the luminary 

ceremony on Friday eve-

ning. You can purchase a 

luminary, or make a do-

nation  directly to our 

team online, by visiting 

the website, www. 

Middletownrelay.org, 

clicking the “Donate” 

button, and searching for 

our team, Bethesda 

Spirit.  You can also help 

our team by eating at 

Friendly’s on May 12th, 

from 5-9pm, when 10% 

of their total profits will 

be donated to Bethesda 

Spirit.  

 Finally, if you are 

a walker, we want YOU! 

This year, instead of hav-
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April 2010 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Every Sunday: 

Worship 

9:30 am 

El Buen 

Spanish 

Service 

3pm 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

  1 

Bcdc Easter 

Parties 

 

 
Maundy 

Thursday Ser-

vice, 7pm 

 2 

Church Offices 

and BCDC Of-

fices Closed 

 

 

Good Friday 

Service, 7pm 

3 

 
 

 

El Buen 

Camino 3 pm 

 4   

 

 

 

Easter Sunday 

 

Holy Commun-

ion Service  8am 

 

Chancel Choir 

8:30 

Kid’s Choir 9:15 

 5 

 

Trustee’s 

6:30 
 

BCDC Spring 

Break All 

Week! 

Holiday Camp 

and All Day 

Preschool In 

Session. 

 6 

 

 

 

 

El Buen 

Camino 7pm 

 7  Chapel 10 

 

SPPRC 6:30 

  8 
 

 

 

No Choir Re-

hearsal 

 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Relay for Life 

Car Wash  

10 am-2pm 

 

El Buen 

Camino 3pm 

11 

 
No Music 

Rehearsals 

 

Youth 5 

 12  
 
 

13  

 

El Buen 

Camino 7pm 

 14 

Chapel 10 
 

 

 15 

 

 

 

 

 

Chancel 

Choir 7pm 

 16 

 
 17 Rain Date 

Car Wash 

 

Middle School 

Youth at 

Friendly’s 1-3 

 

El Buen 

Camino 7pm 

18  

Kids Choir 
11 

Bell Choir 

11:30 

Youth 5pm 
  

 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council 6:30pm 

 20 

 

Helping Hands 

Mtg 6:30 
 

 

 

 

 

El Buen 

Camino 7pm 

 21 
Chapel 10 
 

 22 

 
 

 

 

 

Chancel 

Choir 7pm 

 23 

 

 

 

 

BCDC Dance 

A THON 

Jazzercise 

Fundraiser, 6-

8pm 

 

 24 

Camp  
Pecometh 

Day 

 

El Buen 

Camino 7pm 

25  
FRAN Sunday 
Kids Choir 11 

Bells 11:30 

Youth 5pm 

  

26   27  28  29 

 

Chancel 

Choir 7pm 

 30 

 

  

              


