
May 2010 

Issue 4 

Bethesda UMC 

bless you and the 

ministry of our 

church. 
 

Peace, 

 

Pastor Don 

 

 

Join us on Sunday 

mornings at 9:30 

am for worship! 

Sunday School  

takes place during 

the service for kids 

ages 18 months and 

older.  

If you are seeking a 

church home, Be-

thesda welcomes 

the opportunity to 

provide you and 

your family a place 

to worship and 

grow spiritually in 

the grace of God.  

To become a mem-

ber of BUMC, 

please speak to Pas-

tor Don. 

From The Pastor’s Pen 

      Many of you 

have told me that 

you like to see the 

financial information 

that is reported in 

the Pew News each 

week.  Although it is 

not a completely 

accurate report of 

the financial condi-

tion of the church 

as of a certain date, 

it does give us an 

indication of giving 

and a reminder of 

our personal com-

mitment. 

 
We have been 

blessed because 

your gifts and tithes 

have allowed us to 

carry on the minis-

try of Bethesda this 

year with confi-

dence and a sense 

of accomplishment.  

This year we are 

staying well within 

the operation 

budget require-

ments, supporting 

various mission 

projects, and exhib-

iting a real sense of 

stewardship.   

 
Summer is ap-

proaching, and his-

torically during this 

time of year there is 

a tendency for giv-

ing to slack off be-

cause of decreased 

attendance, vaca-

tions, and other 

reasons.  The 

church’s expenses 

continue through-

out the year, and 

this is just a re-

minder to keep 

your financial 

pledges current. 

 

I am so proud of 

this church and its 

ministry.  We have 

come a long way 

this year and much 

of it would not have 

been possible with-

out your faithful 

witness and finan-

cial support.  May 

God continue to 

Did You Know… 

That Christian Care 

can arrange trans-

portation to our 

Sunday morning 

worship service at 

Bethesda for those in 
need? If you, or 

someone you know, 

needs help with 

transportation in or-

der to attend church, 

please call the 

church office at 378-

2313, or send an e-

mail to: Mikab 

@bethesdaumcde. 

org.  

The Flame 

Gift cards to Wal-Mart, 

Acme and Giant are 

available for purchase 

through Bethesda! The 

cards are available in a 

variety of 

denominations, and 
spend just like cash at 

the participating stores. 

See Sue Davis to 

purchase yours today! 

During August and 

September, BUMC 

will be partnering with 

Olan Mills to create a 

new photo directory 

for our church. Prac-

tice your smiles and  

stay tuned over the 

next few months for 

more info! 



And Now...A Note From Our Associate Pastor 

ing the loss of what we 

know and have grown 

comfortable with. 

Through it all, God is 

with us and God asks us 

to be with others. Are 

you up for the challenge 

and the roller coaster 

ride? Are you willing to 

dream and reminisce 

with your child, friend, 

or colleague? During this 

time those around us 

may seem like a yoyo of 

emotions, and we get the 

pleasure of walking 

alongside them. No 

words may be necessary 

but our presence and ac-

ceptance will surely 

communicate God’s 

love. 

Congratulations to our 

graduates and their fami-

lies! 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Carm 

Dear Brothers and Sis-

ters in Christ, 

As we head into early 

summer thoughts of 

graduation begin to stir. 

I am within 3 weeks of 

completing my Masters 

of Divinity, and our 

exchange student, 

Yongxin, will graduate 

from high school on 

June 1st. These events 

motivated me to pick 

up a copy of Michael J. 

Fox’s gift book for 

graduates, A Funny 

Thing Happened on 

the Way to the Fu-

ture… 

Fox is known for his 

optimism but in this 

little book he admits he 

is more of a realist. It is 

refreshing that the for-

mer Marty McFly ad-

vocates for standing in 

the present and experi-

encing what is happen-

ing right now to its full-

est. Sound like full and 

abundant life which Je-

sus came to make avail-

able for all of us? Mi-

chael also acknowledges 

the significant part that 

grief plays in stepping 

into the future. 

For all of us who know 

people who will graduate 

this year, let us remem-

ber the importance of the 

ministry of presence or 

simply being with people 

wherever they are at the 

current moment. When 

we complete one phase 

of our lives and we are 

about to step into the 

next part of the journey, 

sometimes we feel ex-

cited while a few hours 

later we may experience 

anxiety. At times we ea-

gerly anticipate a wide 

open future while at 

other times we are griev-

tact Josh Glasner at 

Joshg@bethesdaumcde

.org.  

 

 

 

vice.  

The Praise Team prac-

tices in the sanctuary 

on Thursday evenings 

from 8:15-8:45pm. If 

you would like to join 

the team, please con-
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Remember… 

Camp Pecometh 

scholarship forms 

must be completed 

and turned into 

Pastor Carm by May 

9th to be eligible for 
summer camp 

scholarships. 

Campers must be 

registered for Camp 

Pecometh BEFORE 

being approved for 

scholarships. 

Bethesda’s Help-

ing Hands Com-

mittee accepts 

non perishable 

food donations 

on the first Sun-

day of every 

month. John 

Fontaine delivers 

the donations to 

the Neighbor-

hood House, and 

they in turn dis-

tribute it to local 

families. Help us 
keep their 

shelves stocked 

by bringing your 

donations to 

BUMC, and plac-

ing them in the 

plastic tub in the 

hallway below 

the sanctuary. 

BUMC has just added 

another component to 

our Music Minis-

try...Praise Team! Singers 

and musicians are wel-

come to join this group 

and lead the praise songs 
during our Sunday wor-

ship services.  

Praise Team Leads a Joyful Song 



May 2: No meeting– 

Camping Retreat Re-

turn from the wilder-

ness!  

May 9: No meeting– 

Happy Mother’s Day! 

May 16: Destination 

Unknown!!! 

May 23rd: Evening of 

Praise and Worship 

with Psalt and Light, 

7pm 

VBS is Going to Be a Galactic Blast! 

with leaders from St. 

Paul’s in several areas. 

Registration, Publicity, 

Mission Project, 

Crafts, Food, Recrea-

tion and the Science 

Discovery Zone are 

just a few places that 

YOU could help. We 

are also in need of 2 

volunteers to tell and 

teach one Bible story 

during the week. We 

do request that par-

ents with children at-

tending VBS give at 

least one night of ser-

vice to the program. 

Pastor Carm is avail-

able to answer ques-

tions and accept all 

offers of assistance! 

Please contact her at 

Pas-

torC@BethesdaUMC

de.org if you can help. 

 

      

BUMC’S 2010 VBS is 

going to be out-of –this 

world fun! This year, 

we are partnering with 

St. Paul’s in Odessa to 

offer the Galactic Blast 

VBS during the evening 

from Monday, June 

21st-Friday, June 25th 

at St. Paul’s.  

This VBS promises to 

send our cadets on a 

fun voyage to infinity 

and beyond! Through 

the daily space mis-

sions, your kids will 

learn to see space 

through different eyes, 

gain a new perspective 

on planet earth, and 

learn some new and 

easy “green” tips that 

they can practice at 

home! BUMC has 

worked hard to pro-

mote creation care this 

year, through our 

church-wide recycling 

efforts and our 350.org 

project, and this sum-

mers VBS will help to 

reinforce creation care 

to all of our cadets. 

Galactic Blast will focus 

on 5 particular Bible 

teachings: The Crea-

tion Story, Elijah on 

Mt. Horeb, The 

Women at the Well, 

The Blind Beggar, and 

The Road to Emmaus. 

The messages behind 

these stories will be 

illustrated through mu-

sic, stories, games, 

crafts and science, to 

ensure that the Cadets 

receive the message in 

a variety of fun and 

meaningful ways. Please 

watch for registration 

info in the upcoming 

weeks! 

We are also on a mis-

sion to find leaders to 

work in partnership 
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Mission Trip! When: July 5-10, 2010 

Where: University of Pittsburgh Cost: $260 

Types of Work: Construction Painting, VBS, 

Food Pantries, Yard work, Shelters, etc.  Talk 

with Pastor Carm for more info! 

May Youth Group 

Happenings 

Galactic Blast VBS 

Evenings 

Mon. June 21–  

Fri. June 25 

At St. Paul’s, Odessa 

 

Classes for preschool-age 

–adults.  

 

More info and registra-

tion to follow shortly! 

 



Women of Faith Conference 

This year we have Sec-

ond Level Box Seats 

reserved for the group.  

Tickets are $119.00 for 

the weekend, which 

includes lunch both 

days.  Overnight ac-

commodations are 

available at a group 

rate.  Don’t miss this 

opportunity of the year 

to join us in celebrating 

together the wonderful 

gift He has given us.  A 

deposit on the tickets 

is due April 30th.  

Please see Marty 

Schuler to reserve you 

seat for the event. 302 

529-1726. 

 September 10th and 

11th mark the dates for 

this year’s convention 

to be held at the Wa-

chovia Center in Phila-

delphia.  Friday’s pro-

gram kicks off at 10:00 

a.m. and ends at 3:30 

p.m.  Friday evening’s 

program commences 

at 7:00 p.m. and ends 

at 9:00 p.m.  Saturday’s 

events are from 9:00 

a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 

 
The Women of Faith 

conference is a time 

for women from the 

Northeast to get to-

gether and celebrate 

the gift we have re-

ceived from God.  It’s a 

time of spiritual re-

newal.  It’s a time to 

make new friends and 

form bonding lifelong 

relationships with 
other Christians.  

You’ll; be entertained 

by storytellers such as 

Andy Andrews, musi-

cians such as Grammy 

nominated American 

Idol finalist, Mandissa, 

and contemporary 

Christian vocalist, 

Sandi Patti, just to 

name a few.  It’s a 

wonderful time to re-

charge your spiritual 

batteries and recon-

nect with God. 
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Greeters are needed 

for our summer 

worship services. If 

you can provide a 

welcoming smile for 

a few Sundays in the 

summer, please add 

your name to the 

list on the bulletin 

board in the lower 

hallway, speak to 

Lydia Gilbert, or call 

the church office at 

378-2313.  

BCDC 

BCDC is busier then 

ever! To celebrate The 

Week of the Child, Ap-

poquinimink School 

District invited us to 

view a concert at Mid-

dletown High School. 
 Parents and children 

were invited and had a 

wonderful time.   

 

BCDC also hosted its 

first annual fundraiser. 

 The goal of the fund-

raiser was to raise 

funds to revamp the 

playground.  The vision 

includes making it 

more child friendly by 

expanding the mulch 

area and installing a 

new play system.  We 
would like to include a 

bike trail and discovery 

boxes to be used for 

science experiments. 

 The playground im-

provements will con-

tinue to be on going.   
 

In May we will wrap up 

the first academic year 

with such events as our 

annual Mother's Day 

Tea, four year old pic-

nic and promotion and 

graduation ceremonies. 
 Beginning in June, we 

will be offering summer 

care sessions during 

the day for kids ages 3-

8. Please call 378-8435 

for more info on our 

summer and fall pro-

grams.  

Registrations are 

now being ac-

cepted for all of 

our BCDC pro-

grams, including 

summer care ses-

sions for kids ages 

3-8 , full and half 

day preschool pro-

grams for kids ages 

2-5, and before 

and afterschool 

care for kids in 

kindergarten 

through middle 
school. A com-

plete listing of our 

programs and as-

sociated costs can 

be found at 

www.BethesdaCD

C.com.  



Trustees Tool Box 

It’s important to note , Bran-

don Irons, Devin Irons, and 

Emily Vaccarini recently con-

firmed on Easter Sunday, at-

tended the April Trustees 

Meeting to learn about the 

work that the Trustees 

Committee is involved in.  

Please let the Trustees know 

if you have some time to vol-

unteer your talents for fu-

ture projects , for as we 

know, by working together, 

we can accomplish God’s 

work.  

Submitted by Ken Knapp, 

Chairperson 

Are you wondering who 

the silent workers on the 

Trustee Committee are? 

Let me introduce them 

to you: David Anderson, 

Louise Atwell, Charlie 

Biggs, Brian Blackburn, 

Mark Bruce, Stephen 

Finch, Buddie Harvie, 

Ken Knapp( the Chair-

person), Bob Schrecken-

gost, and Pastor Don. 

Thank you for silently 

working to maintain our 

church for us! This 

month, Mark Bruce is 

leading the way to put 

new mulch in our play-

ground, and Charlie Biggs 

is roto-tilling the area 

west of our sanctuary for 

new seeding. 

Some other projects com-

pleted in April were: ~ Re-

secured the roof eaves on 

the west side of the sanctu-

ary. ~Replaced the burned 

out ballast in our social hall 

fluorescent light.~ Replaced 

a broken fluorescent light in 

the BCDC office with a new 

energy efficient light fix-

ture.~ Installed a donated 

metal child safety gate at 

the top of the basement 

steps. 

And the Trustees go on and 

on…!  

Relay Corner 

     from 5-9pm, when 10% 

of their total profits will be 

donated to Bethesda Spirit.  

  If you are a walker, 

we want YOU! There are 

only a few spots left to fill, 

so sign up your team of 

walkers today! If walking 

isn’t for you though, we 

also need help breaking 

down the mini golf course 

on Saturday morning. For 

more info on Relay, contact 

Sharon Gudzelak at : 

s0128g@yahoo.com 

     Middletown’s Relay 

for Life is scheduled for 

the weekend of June 4th 

and 5th, at Silver Lake 

park. Our Relay team 

headed by Sharon 

Gudzelak has been hard 

at work over the past 

few months, planning and 

organizing various fund-

raisers and easy ways 

that everyone can be a 

part of team “Bethesda 

Spirit”.  
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 Over the next few 

weeks, you’ll begin to no-

tice purple feet “walking” 

around Bethesda. Support 

our team by purchasing 

your own “foot” to add to 

the parade!  

 In addition to the 

walking feet, we are still 

collecting spare change in 

our Relay bottles. Once 

your bottle is full, turn it in 

and start another!   

 You can also help 

our team by eating at 

Friendly’s on May 12th,  



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2 

Chancel Choir 

8:30 am 

Kids Choir 

11am 

Bells 11:30am 

El Buen Camino 

3pm 

Youth Camping 

Retreat  

3 

Trustee’s 

6:30 

 4 

 

 

 

 
 

El Buen 

Camino 7pm 

 5 

Chapel 10 

BCDC: Cinco 

De Mayo  

Parties 
 

SPPRC 6:30 

6 

 

BCDC: 

Mother’s Day 

Tea 
Chancel: 7pm 

Praise: 

8:15pm 

 7 

BCDC: 

Mother’s Day 

Tea 

 
 

8 

 
 

 

El Buen 

Camino 3 pm 

 9  

 

Kids Choir 

11am 

Bells 11:30am 

El Buen Camino 

3pm 

 
 

10 

 

 

 

11 

 

 

 

 

El Buen 

Camino 7pm 

12  Chapel 10 

 

Friendly’s Re-

lay for Life 

Fundraiser 5-

9pm 

 13 

BCDC Con-

ferences, no 

1/2 day pre-

school 

Chancel: 7pm 

Praise: 

8:15pm 

14 

BCDC Con-

ferences, no 

1/2 day pre-

school 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 15 

 

 

 

El Buen 

Camino 3pm 

16 

Kids Choir 
9am 

Congrega-

tional Mtg 

10:45 

Bells 11:30 

El Buen 

Camino: 3pm 

Youth: Desti-

nation Un-

known 

 17 
 
 

18  

 

El Buen 

Camino 7pm 

 

 

Helping Hands 

6:30pm 

 19 

Chapel 10 
 

 

 20 

 

 

 

 

Chancel 

Choir 7pm 

Praise: 

8:15pm 

 21 

BCDC 4 Year 
Old Picnic 

 

 

 22  

 
 

El Buen 

Camino 7pm 

23 

Kids Choir 
11 

Bell Choir 

11:30 

El Buen 

Camino:3pm 

Youth: Psalt 

and Light  

 24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 25 

 

 

El Buen 

Camino 7pm 

 26 
Chapel 10 
 

 27 

 
 

Chancel 

Choir 7pm 

Praise:8:15pm 

 28 

 

 

 

 

 

 29 

 
El Buen 

Camino 7pm 

30 P w J Sun-

day 
Kids Choir 11 

Bells 11:30 

 

  

31 

Memorial Day: 

All Offices 

Closed 

      

 

 

  

 

  

              


